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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 02638 151854Z 
ACTION SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 EUR-12 ISO-OO EB-08 L-03 INR-10 
/063 W 

027297 160713Z/13 

R 151828Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3201 
INFO COMDT COGARD WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 

UNCLAS LONDON 02638 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, UK 

SUBJECT: M/V GOOD KARMA 

REF: (A) LONDON 23 1 1 ; (B) STATE OPERATIONS CENTER/ 

BLACK TELECON 2/10/78 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO US INQUIRY RE POSSIBILITY OF BRITISH 
NAVAL VESSEL ARRESTING SUBJECT VESSEL IF US COAST GUARD 
DID FIND CONTRABAND ON BOARD, UK FOREIGN AND COMMON 
WEALTH OFFICE (FCO) CARRIED OUT A LEGAL EXAMINATION OF 
THE ISSUES INVOLVED. IT CONCLUDED THAT A BRITISH NAVAL 
VESSEL COULD NOT LEGALLY MAKE SUCH AN ARREST ON THE 
HIGH SEAS. FCO DETERMINED THAT ROYAL NAVY POWERS EXTEND 
TO INTERVENTION ON UK REGISTERED VESSELS ON THE HIGH 
SEAS ONLY IN CASES OF PIRACY, SLAVERY, A SHIP FLYING 
UNDER A FALSE FLAG, AND IN CASES WHERE THERE IS DANGER 

TO LIFE. 

2. THIS FINDING SEEMS TO ELIMINATE ANY POSSIBILITY OF 
BRITISH COOPERATION IN AN ARREST ON THE HIGH SEAS, BUT 
THE UK IS PREPARED TO CONSIDER PROSECUTION ON THE BASIS 
OF EVIDENCE TAKEN FROM THE SUBJECT VESSEL AND WRITTEN 
STATEMENTS OF THE OFFICERS INVOLVED IN THE BOARDING AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SEARCH. PLEASE KEEP THE EMBASSY ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THIS CASE AS THEY OCCUR. 
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